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NQF Standards of Care 
Improving the Quality of Addiction Treatment 

Screen annually for problem  
alcohol/ tobacco use (1) 

Positive screen? 

Diagnose & assess substance use condition, 
coexisting conditions (2) 

Confirm 
substance use problem or illness? 

Any substance use  
illness 

Provide brief  
intervention (3) 

 
Need further 
treatment? 

Promote initiation & engagement in treatment (4) 

Provide pharmacotherapy (7,8) Provide psychosocial 
interventions (6) 

Withdrawal 
indicated? 

Offer chronic care  
management (9) 

Provide withdrawal 
management (5) 

Pharma-cotherapy  
indicated? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

+ 

Clinical indication or  
“red flag” for any  

substance use problem 

Problem alcohol 
use/nicotine use 

Continue chronic care  
management (9) 

Identification of Substance Use Conditions 
 
Initiation and Engagement in Treatment 
 
Therapeutic Interventions to Treat  
Substance Use Illness 
 
Chronic Care Management of Substance 
Use Illness 

Provide nicotine  
withdrawal  

management (5) 

 Nicotine  
 dependent? 

No Yes 

NQF Standards of Care Algorithm 
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NQF Standards of Care 
Improving the Quality of Addiction Treatment 

Brief NQF Standards of Care Algorithm 

Identification of 
Substance Use  

Condition 
• Screening (1) 
• Diagnosis and  

Assessment (2) 

Initiation and Engagement  
in Treatment 

• Brief Intervention (3) 
• Promoting Engagement in 

Treatment for Substance Use 
Illness (4) 

• Withdrawal Management (5) 

Therapeutic  
Interventions to Treat  

Substance Use Conditions 
• Psychosocial  

Interventions (6) 
• Pharmacotherapy (7,8) 

Chronic Care Management of 
Substance Use Conditions (9) 


